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Galaxy Explorers perform live public science demonstrations, explain interactive exhibits, delivermini science workshops, outreach to community centers and work in our ever�so�popular summercamps. Variety is the key to keeping our teens engaged. For the overachiever there are specialinterest clubs and teams, which deliver additional public programs on astronomy, environmentalscience and multi�media. In short, there’s something for everyone year�round.The Galaxy Explorers’ program provides teens with work experience, community service/volunteeropportunities and paid internships. Participants engage in fun, hands�on scientific activities anddevelop real�world skills. The Galaxy Explorers also travel to perform outreach programs atneighborhood schools, community centers, festivals and fairs.There are (3) ways teens can participate in the Galaxy Explorers Program. Carefully review theeligibility requirements below before applying.

Information

The Seasonal Explorer (WEEKDAYS ONLY): Seasonal Explorers work summers, spring/winter breaks,holiday weekends, outreach fairs and special events only. The work focuses on presenting sciencedemonstrations to the general public.Requirements:Applicantmust be a highschoolstudentwithminimumGPA of 3.0.Strongpresentationskills and the ability to work with diverse populations of all ages is key. Candidate must supply twoletters of recommendations f rom a nonvrelative.The YearwRound Volunteer: Year�round volunteers, work year�round throughout the Science Center,facilitating the visitor experience as exhibit explainers and demonstrators and outreach facilitatorsand special interest teams. Teen volunteers have the option to participate in career development,college preparation and science enrichment opportunities.Requirements: Applicants must be at least 14 years of age (No Exceptions) and enrolled in grades9v12. Teen Volunteers must commit to one school year with a minimumparticipation of 4 f loor hoursper month.The Intern: Interns like teen volunteers work throughout the Science Center facilitating the visitorexperience as exhibit explainers, demonstrators and participate in outreach programs and clubs.Some interns will serve as peer supervisors and club leaders. In addition to working in the center,interns participate in mandatory career development, college preparation, science enrichment andquarterly community outreach. Interns work a minimum of 10 floor hours plus classes.Intern Requirements: Completion of 150 visitors hours throughout much of the science center. Af avorableperf ormance record, a GPA of no less than 2.0 and a written test are also required. Thef inaldetermination will be by perf ormance review. Interns arepaid and are given the opportunity to worktheir way through 4 levels of increasing leadership.
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Galaxy Explorer Key Program 
Components

There are five major components to the Galaxy Explorer program:

• Museum Explainer; 

• Science Enrichment;

• Community Outreach; 

• Youth Leadership Development; and

• Special Interest Teams

Museum Explainer Component- REQUIRED FOR ALL LEVELS
The primary purpose for the Galaxy Explorers is to provide exciting public science education to enhance the visitor 

experience at the science center or through outreach. This part of the program is required regardless of rank or level in 

the program. A variety of methods can be used to meet the monthly or requirements. For regular volunteers the minimum 

requirement is 4 hours per month. For interns the monthly requirement is 10. The seasonal volunteer mandate is 36 hours 

per year.

Science Enrichment Component
All Galaxy Explorers have the opportunity to attend supplemental hands-on science classes to help further their academic 

progress not only at the science center but in school. Science enrichment is an essential component to prepare youth for 

paid internships. A variety of approaches, field trips, hands-on activities, presentations by guest speakers and Chabot 

employees with special expertise, and national and local science project contests will be employed to engage students.  

These enrichment classes are held during the school year only. We encourage all Galaxy Explorers to take advantage of 

these opportunities. 

Community Outreach Component
Galaxy Explorers conduct science education for younger children, peers, and families at schools, libraries, fairs, festivals, 

and community centers after school and weekday evenings. The Galaxy Explorers also sponsor a fee-based traveling 

science fair known as Chabot-to-Go where advanced Galaxy Explorers perform hands-on science stations and crafts. This 

program also includes the inflatable Starlab portable planetarium. Outreach is a required component for interns.

Youth Leadership Development Component
Monthly workshops geared toward skill-building, leadership development and college planning take place workshops year-

round. Workshops are held every 1st Saturday from 10am-1pm. Topics covered in the workshops include: public-speaking  

diversity training; job interviewing; career planning; resume development; personal budgeting; time management and 

more. These sessions are required for interns although volunteers strongly encouraged to attend. All program updates and  

new opportunities are presented during these workshops.

Special Interest Teams
A number of special interest clubs have been developed for those Explorers who would like to participate beyond the 

minimum hourly requirement. Participation in these teams is not required. Membership lasts only one school semester at 

a time and most teams do not meet during the summer months. Examples of teams are Observational Astronomy, Multi-

Media, Enviro Team, Science Theater and Activity Development. Upon joining a team regular attendance is required.

Information
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“Understanding how to stimulate younger students to love learning has shaped my own learning 

attitude into one filled with excitement and curiosity. As a result, I have not only opened up the dates for 

my students to explore, but also indirectly licked myself into a permanent state of continual 

exploration.”

Jessica Lam

“Chabot Space & Science Center has bad a big impact on my life in terms of what I can use college and 

the real world outside of my comfort zone...Chabot became less of a workplace and more of an 

environment where I could have fun and learn a little on the side.”

Derek Boyd

“I started my life as a shy, self-conscious child...It wasn’t until I came to Chabot Space & Science 

Center that I overcame my fear. The program has helped me discover my dear of becoming an 

elementary school teacher....Chabot transformed me into a new outgoing and positive person. I’m no 

longer shy or nervous but new and improved.”

Alicia Cooper

“Chabot Space & Science Center is one the best things that could have happened to me. It helped me in 

my character development, school, teamwork, and in many other ways of life. The thing I’ll always 

remember about this place are all the crazy characters I’ve met, all enriching my life in special and 

different ways.”

Katrina Davis

“I believe that a huge piece of my success to graduating belongs to the Chabot Space & Science Center 

and its youth oriented Galaxy Explorers’ program....Thanks to the training of Chabot as well as learning 

from the staff that work in the museum, it made it easier to understand and enjoy science.”

Isaac Reed

“At the beginning, I came because I needed service hours for school...volunteering has given experience 

that I can use for the rest of my life. The first few times I volunteered I was shy and afraid to speak in 

front of the visitors. I would keep my explanations short and to the point, avoiding further conversation. 

But since those days, I have learned to be more outgoing and helpful...I will use this newly gained 

confidence in the rest of my life, whether for making new friends or for attaining business relations. 

Chabot pushed me to break out of my comfort zone and explore the world around me.”

Erica Pang

Galaxy Explorers

in their own words...
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THIS SECTION IS REQUIRED--MUST BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT
PRINT CLEARLY

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ DATE: ________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________

CITY: _______________________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP: ________________

PHONE: (       ) _________________________EMAIL: __________________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH:_______________________AGE: __ ____GENDER:____ __ What is your G.P.A.?_______

                                                         (min. age 14 -- no exceptions)

SCHOOL:___________________________________ ___SCHOOL CITY:_______________GRADE:_______

SCHOOL TYPE:     q Public      q Private      q Charter     q Home School       q      Independent Study

How did you find out about the Galaxy Explorers (check one):
q Boys & Girls Club  q School  q Visit/Field Trip q Website q Parent  q Volunteer Match  q Myspace q  Facebook

q Science Fair/Festival q Galaxy Explorer, Name:__________________________ q Other:______________________

Applicants attending Oakland Public Schools will be given higher priority 

Economic and diversity information: (Optional)
To ensure equal opportunity for under-served students, we ask your voluntary cooperation to the questions below. This information 

has a direct correlation in regard to the funding/sustainability of this youth program.

Do you quality for free lunch programs? ____________________________________________________ qYES     qNO

Do you attend a private school on scholarship or financial aid? __________________________________ qYES     qNO

Do you live in a single parent home? ______________________________________________________ qYES     qNO

Do you have any disabilities or special needs? If so, specify ____________________________________ qYES     qNO

Do you speak another language at home other than English? ___________________________________ qYES     qNO

What race(s) or culture(s) do you consider yourself? (Optional)
q Black/African American               q Caucasian/White                  q Native American                   q Hispanic 

q      Asian or Pacific Islander, specify ____________________________  q Other Race, specify ________________________

q      Multi-racial, preference:       ___________________________________

What is the highest level of education completed by your parents?  (Optional)
Mother: q GED q High School q Vocational q Undergraduate q Masters q PhD q Other:______________

Father:  q GED q High School q Vocational q Undergraduate q Masters q PhD q Other:_____________

ApplicationTo apply, complete and return the inside portion of this application packet to:

Chabot Space & Science Center
c/o Galaxy Explorers
10000 Skyline Boulevard
Oakland, CA 94619

You will be notified by email (mail if no email address) when openings become available 

INTERNAL USE ONLY:

RECEIVED        ACCEPTANCE             INI CONTACT            ENTRY             PERMISSION           RECOMMENDATION
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Select Seasonal or Year-Round Explorer to continue

Year-Round Volunteers continue below (Seasonal Volunteers continue on next page)

What kinds of volunteer work would you like to perform?
    Circle all that apply:           Science Theater                                            Summer Camps 

 Science Demonstrations Outreach (weeknights)

 Discovery Lab  Arts & Crafts 

 Telescopes (Astronomy Team Members Only) Not Sure

When are you available to work? 

   Circle hours:        Saturday Mornings   10am-2pm or 10am-12pm

 Saturday Afternoons  2pm-6pm or 12pm-2pm or 4pm-6pm

 Weekdays/Holidays   10am-1pm or 1pm-4pm

  Evening Outreach  4pm-10pm (Varies)

 Telescopes (Astronomy Team Only Fridays) 7pm-10pm (Varies seasonally)

Special Interest Teams (These teams are not required and do not count toward monthly requirements)
    Circle areas of interest:  Activity Development Team Saturdays (Quarterly) 

  Astronomy Team  Fridays 6-7pm

  Enviro Team  2nd & 4th Saturdays 4pm

 News/Media Team  Saturdays (Quarterly)
  

During the school year the science center is open Wednesday-Thursday 10am-5pm; Friday and Saturday 10am-10pm; Sundays 11am-5pm. 

During the summer the science center is also open on Tuesdays 10am-5pm as well as most Monday holidays. 

Application
Seasonal Volunteer check box to select  
         

When do you plan to volunteer (you must select at least two):
The minimum annual requirement: 44 hours

Summer       Winter Break       Spring Break       Holidays     Special Events     Weeknight Outreach

Go to next page

Year-Round Volunteer check box to select

How often do you plan on volunteering? (circle):
 Daily        Weekly          Twice a week          Monthly 
 

We rely heavily on teen volunteers/interns for special events, school breaks and holidays. What 
other times might you be available to work? (circle):   

    Summer       Winter Break       Spring Break       Holidays     Special Events     Weeknight Outreach

qYES     qNO Are you able to meet the minimum hourly requirement of 4 floor hours a month 

qYES     qNO Are you able to attend evening and weekend trainings to keep up-to-date on exhibits and demos?

qYES     qNO Are you (not your parents) able to submit your work schedule 7 or more days in advance?

qYES     qNO Are you willing to engage visitors of all ages and backgrounds in the exhibit areas, discovery lab, 

hands-on activities, demo carts, observatory and themed activities?

If you answered “NO” to any of the above questions you are not eligible to volunteer at this level. 
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Questionnaire
In your own words, please tell us why you think you would be a good candidate for the Galaxy 

Explorers program.

What do you hope to get out of the Galaxy Explorers program?

Please list any extracurricular activities you participate in during the school year:

What kind of work is interesting to you?

Do you have any hobbies, special skills or interests?.
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How would you rate your comfort level speaking in front of a large group?

  Not confident  1 2 3 4 5 Very confident 

How interested are you in science?

  Not interested 1 2 3 4 5 Very interested

How interested might you be in becoming a scientist?

  Not interested 1 2 3 4 5 Very interested

What college do you plan to attend?

What is your career goal?

How prepared do you feel you are to pursue this choice as a career?

        Not prepared    1 2 3 4 5 Very prepared

YEAR ROUND VOLUNTEERS: 
 Please submit a letter of recommendation from a teacher with your application.

SEASONAL EXPLORER: 
 Please submit two letters of recommendation, one from a teacher, and one from any non-relative.

To get started you must attend orientation, customer service training and workstation training. 

The dates for these events are posted on our website: www.galaxyexplorers.org. 

For more information about the Galaxy Explorers’ Program

Contact us at (510) 336-7329 or 

galaxyexplorers@chabotspace.org

Questionnaire


